


What are indicators? 
 

Source:  Based on óThe Good Indicators Guideô. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=44584  

 
 

ÅAn indicator is ña summary measure that 

aims to describe in a few numbers as 

much detail as possible about a system, a 

phenomenon, to help understand it, 

compare, predict, improve, and innovate.ò 
 

 

 

 



3 key roles of measurement 
1. For understanding: to know how a system works, how a 

particular development area performs and how it might be 

improved (research role)  

 

2. For performance: monitoring if and how a system, an urban 

development sector is performing to an agreed standard 

(performance/managerial/improvement role) and whether 

policies are resulting in improvements 

 

3. For accountability: allowing systems, organizations and 

policies to hold themselves up to society, the government and 

taxpayers and be openly scrutinised by the public 

(accountability/democratic role). 

 





City product per capita The City Product per capita is 
the sum of the gross value 
added by all producers within 
a city, relative to its total 
population 

US$ per capita 

METHODOLOGY 
The City Product per capita is calculated as the sum of the product between the National Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) in each economic sector (primary, industrial and service sectors) and 
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City Product per Capita - Metadata 

TITLE DEFINITION UNIT 

Source: City Prosperity Index Toolkit, UN-Habitat, 2014. 



Accessibility to Open 
Public Area  

Percentage of urban area that 
is located less than 300 
meters away from an open 
public space 

% 

METHODOLOGY (A & B) 
A) This indicator provides information about the open public area that a city has and whether 
it is enough for its population. Additionally, this indicator takes into account the accessibility of 
people to open public areas, and the way in which total public area is distributed across the 
city. A prosper city has enough open public area for its population, it is properly distributed 
and people have easy access to it.  

Accessibility to Open Public Area - Metadata  

TITLE DEFINITION UNIT 
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Source: City Prosperity Index Toolkit, UN-Habitat, 2014. 



The DNA of an Indicator 
1. NAME 

2. DEFINITION 

3. METHODOLOGY 

4. GEOGRAPHY (area /scope of concern) 

5. Timeliness (data collection) 

6. What it purports to measure? 

7. RATIONALE (Why is it important ? 

8. Reason to include this indicator (valid, meaningful, possible to 

communicate) 

9. Policy relevance (relates and responds to particular policy 

framework) 

10. INTEPRETATION (what a high and low measure means) 

 

 

Capacity to collect, retrieve, analyse and keep 

regularity is critical 
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INDICATOR 

MEANING 

DEFINITION 

METHODOLOGY 

TIME  

CAPACITY SCOPE 

CALCULATION 

COST 



Public Policies on Cities 
1. Different policies 
2. Different approaches 
3. Different strategies 
4. Diverse results and outcomes 
5. A wide range of impacts on: 
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a. People 
b. city form,  
c. environment,  
d. housing prices,  
e. accessibility to jobs,  
f. land markets,  
g. Businesses 
h. Mobility 
i. Transportation 
j. Quality of life 
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7. 
International Experience with 

Urban Indicators and City 

Performance Monitoring: 
 

Collecting data and designing and maitaining 

indicators requires methodology, agreement, 

commitment, consistency and organisation, and 

resources to finance it amongst other things. 
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http://placemanagementandbranding.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/green-city-index-table.png
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